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“This broad approach to measuring 
and monitoring resilience should feed 
into an integrated approach to 
measuring people’s wellbeing.”

Links with SFRs and resilience dashboards

“The resilience dashboards are an 
important step towards a more 
integrated approach for measuring 
wellbeing beyond GDP.”

Wellbeing is enshrined as a core concept in the Treaty on the European Union: Article 3(1) 
says that the Union’s aim is to promote peace, its values and the wellbeing of its people.



• Following up on the past Strategic Foresight Reports, the Commission has 
launched internal work on developing Sustainable and Inclusive Wellbeing 
metrics for the EU to complement GDP. It brings together different strands of 
work for the first time, with the aim of informing future EU policymaking.

• One option to develop beyond-GDP metrics consists of assigning monetary 
values to relevant factors of wellbeing and using these values to “adjust” 
GDP. […]  the health-adjusted GDP 

• In this context, beyond-GDP metrics should be further developed and 
progressively embedded into EU policymaking. This will help monitor progress 
towards wellbeing, facilitate the communication of political challenges, and 
design the strategies to address them in a people- and planet-centred
manner […].

The official mandate: Strategic Foresight Report 2023



Work plan: two main work streams and potential additional 
medium-term activities

• An expanding scope of GDP adjustments (single monetary value)
• A 2-tiered SIWB dashboard

• A medium sized dashboard: balanced and comprehensive to assess a country’s progress
• A small headline dashboard: enabling communication

• Developing new indicators (statistical and model-based) to bridge identified gaps
(e.g. spillover effects, planetary boundaries; social capital and cohesion)

• Using new methodologies to obtain more timely indicators (e.g. nowcasting and
short-term forecasting)

• Developing integrated assessment models (e.g. socioeconomic and environmental)
for policymaking, scenario analysis, projections



An integrated approach

‘Sustainable and Inclusive Wellbeing’ (SIWB): 
the wellbeing of all people of current and 
future generations, and of the planet

• Wellbeing today (multidimensional approach, material 
and non-material aspects)

• Sustainability: resources for future wellbeing, under 
various challenges (resilience) and within planetary 
boundaries

• Intergenerational solidarity is crucial
• Inclusiveness: deliver wellbeing to all

The WISE triangle: https://beyond-gdp.world/



Wellbeing, 
sustainability and 
resilience



SIWB: the conceptual framework



SIWB: the structure



SIWB: the detailed structure



Mapping of existing tools into SIWB

Also helps the construction of the SIWB dashboard



From the pooled indicators to the SIWB dashboard



• Assess the position of a given country’s value in the 
distribution of the reference database per indicator 
(collection of values of that indicator for all Member 
States and all years between 2011 and 2022)

• For each country, the index per component is the 
median value of all the indicator positions included in 
the component

The synthetic SIWB indices – work in progress 



GDP and SIWB 



Evolution of SIWB and its components over time
EU-27, 2011-2022



GDP

‘Augment’ GDP/ 
beyond-GDP metrics

From sustainable and inclusive wellbeing to ‘augment’ GDP

Assigning monetary values to relevant factors of 
wellbeing and use these values to “adjust/augment” GDP
• Different aspects of quality of life
• Unpaid care and domestic work (and others from 

satellite accounts, like the UK’s GII)
• Inequalities
• Costs of environmental damage
• Natural resource exhaustion
• …

SFR 2023 - health

Inequalities

Environmental 
damages

…

Sustainable 
and 
inclusive 
wellbeing

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/methodologies/inclusiveincomemethodology


First pilot on beyond-GDP metrics presented in SFR2023

• To facilitate communication 
around wellbeing and related 
policies

• To help compare the EU’s 
capacity to deliver 
sustainable and inclusive 
wellbeing, vis-à-vis others

• To highlight the 
contribution of 
environmental, health, and 
social policies to people’s 
wellbeing, complementing 
traditional economic 
narratives



• The UN’s 2021 “Our Common Agenda” report proposes a path forward, 
centred on the renewal of our social contract, greater solidarity with young 
people and future generations, and a new global deal, also informing the 
2024 Summit of the Future  a Pact for the Future 

• The UN Network of Economic Statisticians also works on the measurement of 
wellbeing by aiming to deliver a Framework for Inclusive and Sustainable 
Wellbeing (FISW). 

• The UN System of National Accounts (SNA) is undergoing an update process 
scheduled to be completed by 2025, giving more prominence to the 
environment and wellbeing.  European System of National and Regional 
Accounts (ESA) as of 2029

The road ahead, together



To catalyse scientific research efforts for the measurement of sustainability, 
inclusiveness and wellbeing, the EU has funded many related Horizon 
consortia and an ERC grant.

• MERGE: Measuring what matters – Policy pathways to sustainable and 
inclusive wellbeing. 

• ToBe: Towards an economy for sustainable wellbeing: Integrated policies and 
transformative indicators

• SPES: Sustainability performances, evidence & scenarios

• WISE Horizons: Wellbeing, Inclusion, Sustainability & the Economy

• WISER: Wellbeing in a Sustainable Economy Revisited

The road ahead, together

https://mergeproject.eu/
https://toberesearch.eu/
https://www.sustainabilityperformances.eu/
https://wisehorizons.world/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094546


Keep in touch

Email
JRC-Sustainable-Wellbeing@ec.europa.eu

Website
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/beyond-gdp-delivering-sustainable-and-inclusive-wellbeing_en

https://twitter.com/EU_ScienceHub
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/beyond-gdp-delivering-sustainable-and-inclusive-wellbeing_en


Thank you
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